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Below is the entire module on one page.

What is engaged learning?

In an engaged learning environment, learners are involved in the planning and goal setting of
particular assignments. They help establish the level of challenge, write the reflective self-
assessment, participate in inquiry-based activities, and recognize the real-world applications.
Often they work in teams and construct as much of their own learning as possible.

Think about how you use the Internet. Do you follow a predetermined path to previously proven
facts and theories? Or do you blaze your own path, relating what you know to what you want to
know, until you are sure of the answer? The later is an engaging way to use prerequisite
knowledge and information literacy techniques to construct your own new knowledge.

Why bother mixing the Internet with lessonsthat already work?

?1 think we can get Internet information literacy to become an integral part of engaged learning.
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Most teachers expect their students to use the Internet when doing research. We just need to find
away to incorporate the information literacy skills. And | think one of the best waysto do this, is
when they come to me with a project, find a non-threatening way to ask, "And how does thisrelate
to their world now? Because | think that is one of the basic concepts of engaged learning.

Getting it to relate to their world now. Then you?ve got some application?? (Varsha Kulkarni, Fri
Dec 20 2002 12:50 pm, Information Fluency Course, Library Media Specialist, Warren Township
High School, Gurnee, IL) The advantage of the Internet is that it can keep pace with time better
than traditional published works.

Many people, including students, are under the impression that they already know how to use the
Internet. These micro-modules have been designed not only to teach information literacy skills,
but also to show people what they don know and how much thereisto learn. No onelikesto be
hold that "they are doing it all wrong" but any one can benefit from awell-timed, positive-
sounding search "tip" or hint. Mixing alittle information literacy in with a favorite lesson will
ease the pain of learning something new and make life-long learning possible for millions of
people.

Wherecan | find explanations and examples on how to make it work?

Research shows that information technology has the greatest impact on student learning when it is
incorporated into authentic, engaged learning experiences. Many organizations have spent hours
defining and elaborating on how to integrate information technology with engaged learning.

Here are just afew samples of web sites that may help give you ideas building engaged learning
activitiesinto your curriculum. Click on atitle that looks interesting and come back often.
Bookmarking pages that "speak to you" in afolder called Engaged Learning might help you
remember to check when ever you need something new or different to spice up your lessons,
captivate your learners, and integrate a few information literacy skills.

. 21 Century Information Fluency Project: L esson Plan and Action Research
Database

o Thisisour database of plans and action research showing how digital information
fluency can be integrated into authentic engaged |earning experiences.

The North Central Regional Educational L aboratory (NCREL)

0

Provides a wealth of information developed by educators for educators.

From Now On

O

Is anon-profit web site created and maintained by the Educational Technology
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Journal. It provides extensive professional development resources for educators
interested in educational technology and engaged learning.

The Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)

O

Has excellent articles on engaged learning. Conduct a search for "engaged”. Or if
you are short on time, try "engaged learning".

The International Society for Technology in Education

O

(ISTE) has published a catalog of lesson plans incorporating engaged learning
practices.

Federal Resources for Educational Excellence

O
Links to models, activities, and resources for integrating technology into the
classroom.

The Gateway to Educational Materials

O

Site provides resources for teachers based on grade level.

The Northwest Regional Educational L aboratory

O

Northwest Educational Technology Consortium has put together a site that explains
how to incorporate critical thinking skillsinto information literacy educational
program

Authored by LoraK. Kaisler 2003
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